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Autumn/Winter Collection 2010-2011

Packaging provides the theme for the BALENCIAGA Autumn/Winter Collection 2010-2011 – wrapping the body and its contours as though for personal protection – from cosmonauts’ suits in 1970s foam rubber mesh, compressed gazar silk flowers with padded tuck stitching and hunting outfits, lingerie dressed with quilting, laser-perforated lingerie, to surfing wetsuits turned inside out like the skin of a rabbit on immaculate poplin printed with texts describing art exhibitions, like Warholian jumpsuits with solemn necklines inspired by the severe ethos of Zurbaran. The collection finishes with three silhouettes illustrating the intended spirit: packaging, bubble, paper leather and padding.

Artistic inspiration has been drawn from two worlds. The first is that of pop art and contemporary art, explored and reworked using modern-day materials, giving the impression of a garment put together, made up of interlocking parts. The ‘wrapping’ or ‘packaging’ aspect can be found in the use of materials such as sleeping bags or coated fabric, but also in prints reminiscent of truck tarpaulins. 

This gives the materials a sculpted appearance. Their surfaces are industrially fashioned to create compressions, blends and packaging.  

The second world is that of industrial packaging. The worked material produces the clothing. The creation of each piece, each silhouette, is the result of accumulation. The idea was to use materials that are domestic and ennoble them: casual mixed with classic.

The arty yet industrial conception of this collection is abstract. Lines are refined and erased. The clothing resembles armour, whose details are hard to see. The materials used render these shells ethereal and light. The body is as if wrapped in intangible substances, both neutral and original at the same time. 
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